
Greetings  Bulldogs, 
 
First of all, I hope this message finds you and your family well during this challenging time. I 
apologize for the late response, but we were instructed that Friday would be our last day on 
campus, and the day was spent packing items, checking in with ILT, ensuring we distributed 
remaining chromebooks and hotspots to students and families, while also being teacher to my 
daughter and ensuring she was completing work. All this to say that we made it through Week 1 
and I am proud beyond words of the work we have done together during this time.  Learning is 
occurring and creativity is already flourishing, such as this assignment Mr. Adams gave his band 
students (with description below):  https://youtu.be/4cYD9VmKuMs 
 
[This is a class-composition created by the Pasadena High School Band (Pasadena, CA) that 
captures some of the interesting sounds from home during their first week of Covid-19 
distance-learning. With many families across the world practicing social-distancing and 
spending much more time with each other, students are faced with the challenge of having to 
learn from home. This class project was created to not only share what those challenges at 
home might sound like, but also as a way  for students to express themselves and rise above 
their circumstances to continue to create music together. Modeled after 20th Century 
avant-garde composer John Cage's (4'33") "Four Minutes and Thirty-Three Seconds" this is 
Pasadena High School's "Learning From Home"] 
 
As I listened to this Friday evening, this composition evoked so many emotions of the day, but 
most of all pride in the resilience, creativity, and collaboration among our students and each of 
you over the last week. 
 
I had a meeting with ILT Friday morning and we spent the first part of gauging how things have 
been thus far. Some of the concerns brought forth and where we are right now: 

● Attendance & Instructional Time: State legislation deemed that ADA funding for 
2019-2020 will apply to time from July 1, 2019 through February 29, 2020. The 
legislation also waived instructional days and minutes requirements as of Monday, 
March 16, 2020. 

● Internet access (students, staff, and faculty): Please see earlier messages 
regarding 

● Student participation: It was brought to our attention that there are students that 
have not checked in and/or 

● Concerns with rigor of district-provided materials 
● Creating workspace at home  Please see 
● Spring Rites of Passage (Prom, Grad Bash, Senior Cultural Grad Ceremonies): 

With Friday's announcement, we will revisit some of these events with our Senior 
Class cabinet and start discussing potential solutions. 

https://youtu.be/4cYD9VmKuMs


● Non Academic Needs (social/emotional, food, etc.) A message was sent out to 
help identify any students that may need additional support at this time. 

We also discussed grades, and while the recommendation is to not grade items, the consensus 
was that students would still be responsible for the work in the future. This will be a flowing 
situation, but I do believe that it is an opportunity to help students raise grades with past 
assignments and work with students that are motivated to do so at this time. Please keep in 
mind that there are students still without access, so please be aware of this moving forward.  
 
As a parent, I've been reminded about the importance of guidance, asking questions, and 
assisting my daughter when she's hit a stumbling block as a learner. All of us fulfilled this role on 
a daily basis to our students. Your consistency, your presence, and guidance are exponentially 
more important at this time to your students and families, especially those that may not have the 
needed support to weather this storm. The goal this week is to connect, reach out, and make 
sure that we're all equipped with the tools needed in our immediate future. Please take your 
time that we would normally use for A Monday to fill out the following form: 
https://forms.gle/nxfnRkVRp96B81Qe6 
 
Your time and response are greatly appreciated. Again, I hope everyone is in good spirits and 
good health. Take care and we will reach out this week.  
 
Thanks, 
Robert 
-- 
Robert Hernandez 
Principal 
Pasadena High School 
hernandez.roberto2@pusd.us 
 

https://forms.gle/nxfnRkVRp96B81Qe6

